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In contrast to the toothed whales, baleen whales (the Mysticetes) lack teeth
and have overlapping plates of baleen, a hardened tissue made of keratin,
used to strain smaller prey (fish, krill, and other small crustaceans) from the
water. Baleen whales are further distinguished by a double blow-hole
opening and are generally much larger than the Odontocetes.

Baleen Whales
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Finback/Fin Whale
Balaenoptera physalus
< 85 feet
~ 170,000 pounds
ENDANGERED
Fin whales are characterized by o prominent, curved dorsal fin found ~2/3 of
the way back from the head. Fin whales possess a lightly-colored area on the
right side of their heads called a blaze, posterior to which is a dark eye stripe
and inter-stripe wash (lightly colored area). Behind these is a distinctive V-
shaped pattern of coloration around their head called the chevron. They are
the second largest of all the whales and can travel at speeds of 25 knots.

& Dr. Artie Kopelman for CRESLI

All seals found on Long Island are Phocid (true) seals. True seals lack external
ear flaps and have fur and claws on their front flippers, differentiating them
from the “eared” seals. Although all pinnipeds are marine mammals, they
regularly leave the water to rest and/or give birth on land or ice. Known as
“hauling out”, this is extremely important for the health of the seal.
Five species of seal occur on Long Island: harbor, gray, harp, hooded, and
ringed (rarely). They migrate southward from New England and Canada,
arriving in November and remaining through mid-May, although some occur
year round. All species are protected by the Marine Mammal Protection
Act and must not be harassed or harmed in any way.

Humpback Whale
Megaptera novaeangliae
< 60 feet
~ 100,000 pounds

Humpback whales are easily
distinguished by long pectoral
flippers which occupy 1/4 - 1/3
of their body length and by a

8 Dr. Artha Kopaimian.fo: CRESLI

Surface activities of humpbacks include
breaching, lunge feeding, flipper and/or
namesake hump anterior to their  tqijl slapping, and peduncle throwing.
dorsal fin. Pronounced bumps Humpbacks sometimes use bubbles to
called tubercules line the flippers,  corral and trap fish and small crustaceans,

providing lift and maneuverability the only known cetacean to do so.
to these acrobatic and often-

surface active whales.

check here if seew

Atlantic Harbor Seal
Phoca vitulina vitulina
< 5.5 feet
~ 350 pounds

Harbor seals are the most
abundant seal on Long
Island. Harbor seals are
characterized by short, “dog-
like” snouts and speckled, fur
that varies in color from light
tan, silver, or blue-grey.
Harbor seals feed on fish,
crustaceans and mollusks.

Harbor seals can be viewed in small groups
hauled out on sand bars, rocks, or remote
beaches, or when popping their heads up in
the waters nearby. While resting, they often
lie with their heads and hind flippers
elevated in a "hanana” position.

checkhereif seen

Atlantic Gray Seal
Halichoerus grypus
atlantica
< 10 feet
~ 900 pounds

Gray seals are
characterized by their
large size and long, horse- .
like snout. Their color
patterns are similar to, but
bolder than, harbor seals,
Females are lighter in
color and smaller than
males.

e bl )

Gray seals are deep-diving pinnipeds with
an extremely varied diet which differs by
age, sex, season, and region,

check hereif seen

IT IS ILLEGAL AND HARMPFUL TO HARASS SEALS, PINNIPEDS ARE FEDERALLY
PROTECTED AND YOU MUSTNOT TOUCH OR APPROACH A SEAL WITHIN 150 FT.

Harp Seal
Pagophilus groenlandicus
<6 feet
~ 400 pounds

Harp seals are named for a dark harp shape
on the backs of mature seals. Juveniles,
which occur on Long Island more frequently
than adults, have distinct blotches,
differentiating them from the mottled and
“freckled” pelage (fur) of harbor seals. Harp
seals spend their summers in the high arctic.

check here if seen

Hooded Seal
Cystophora cristata
<9 feet
~ 900 pounds

check here if seen

Like the harp seal, hooded seals inhabit the arctic and occasionally migrate
to the waters of Long Island. Typically, it is juveniles more often than adults
that are spotted in our waters. The hooded seal is large and is distinguished
by an inflatable sac in the male’s nostril that is used in courtship., Adults of
both sexes have irreqular black patches of fur over a silvery background, but
Juveniles are counter-shaded, consisting of o dark pattern on top {dorsal) and
a light cream or tan color below [ventral).

From our colleagues at NOAA Fisheries New England/Mid-Atlantic:
If you see seals on the beach, use the Rule of Thumb while watching seals to
make sure you are giving them enough space:
1) Close one eye.
2) Make a thumbs up and hold your thumb so it is in line with your vision and the
seql.
3) If you can see the seal from behind your thumb, you are too close, so back up!
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